Potential earnings
£2.95 x 7,500 patients = £22,125
 
30min per 1,000 patients = 3 and ¾ hours (outside core hours)
 
Worst case (including bank holidays) = £22,125 / 52 weeks / 3.75 = £113.50 /hour
 
Overheads
- Staff (one receptionist) ~ £10 /hour 
- Building (heating/lighting) ~ £5/ hour
 
Actual earning
£113 - £10 - £5 = £98 per hour 
 
For a 3 hour Saturday morning (12 patients)  = £294
For a 1.5 hour late surgery (6 patients) = £147
For a 1 hour early (4 patients) = £98
 
	Pro
	Con

	· Extra patient satisfaction 

· Possible extra income 

· Could pass on work to those who want it 

·   
	· Less Staff satisfaction 

· Minimal extra income for faff 

· Risk of extra stress + burnout 

·   


 
Conditions for extended hours DESs and LESs across the UK
England
         In England, the extended hours DES offers GPs a payment of £2.95 per patient. 
         Practices are expected to deliver an extra 30 minutes of consultation time per week per 1,000 patients, outside core hours. 
         Core hours are defined as 8am-6.30pm for GMS practices and whatever is in the individual contracts of PMS and APMS practices.
         Extended hours have to be delivered in one-and-a-half-hour blocks in the evenings and on Saturday mornings. 
         PCTs are able to reduce this for practices with fewer than 3,000 patients and for appointments before 8am, but the DES – unlike many LESs – does not allow for extended access appointments to be carried out concurrently by 
         more than one GP at one location. 
         Despite the DH’s bitter feud with the profession over this issue, as of the end of September, 8,275 practices – 51%– were offering extended hours.
         Although they are unlikely to want to stop there, the DH has ruled out bringing in more flexible arrangements in England to further increase GP take-up. 
         Speaking at the Labour Party Conference last month, Prime Minister Gordon Brown predicted that, under the current DES, the majority of GP practices in England would be open even longer by the end of 2009. 
